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DIAGNOSIS & MANAGEMEN
OF CONSTIPATION IN CATS

stipation is the infrequent and
It evacuation of feces with
ntion of feces within the colon
>ctum. Obstipation is intractable
constipation. Some of the more
common underlying causes of
constipation include n drugs,
s, litter box ¢ sion, difficulty

chronic kidney disease), intra- or extra-
uminal colon masses, narrowed pelvic
canal, and idiopathic megacolon.

1 CLINICAL SIGNS AND DIAGNOSIS
inical signs of constipation are
ly obvious to the owner, such as
esmus, and scant hard dry feces,
times with blood. However, cats
S0 strain in the litter box due to
urinary tract obstruction and
ers may misinterpret
stipation. Other cli
3 n-specific, such as vomiting, be necessary in some patients to
nappetence, and lethargy. evaluate for masses Ivic fracture
malunion, or anal gland abnormalities.
Physical examination confirms the A minimum database (complete blood
presence of large amounts of feces count, serum chemistries/electrolytes,
n the colon sometimes accompanied

A rectal exam under sedation may and arthritis. In some cases, further
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